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About the book: Bringing a distinct international perspective to Law & Society, this reader taps a rich and diverse 
literature to compare and contrast the legal experience of many different cultures and nations. Drawing on a variety of 
methodological approaches, the selections allow a reader to evaluate whether there are general patterns that explain 
how legal systems work (or fail to work) and how these patterns relate to the structural and cultural facts of society.  

Every country, of course, has its own legal system, and no two systems are the same. But in teaching law and society, texts 
have focused nearly exclusively on American readings to the neglect of comparative and international work. This reader 
fills an obvious gap. It recognizes that law is increasingly global and cross-national, and shows how law relates to society in 
different times and places, the world over. 

Come hear the comments by Professor Kitty Calavita and the editors/authors, mingle with law and society scholars, and 
enjoy a light dinner with Stanford Program in Law and Society.  

 
Kitty Calavita is Professor of Criminology, Law and Society at the University of California, Irvine. She is currently studying the implementation of immigration 
policy in Italy and Spain. Much of her work examines the interplay of political, ideological, and economic factors in the implementation of immigration law and in 
the treatment of white-collar crime.  In both cases, it explores what these dynamics can tell us about relations of power and state processes. 
 

Lawrence Friedman is an internationally renowned, prize-winning legal historian. He has been for a generation 
the leading expositor of the history of American law to a global audience of lawyers and lay people alike—and a 
leading figure in the law and society movement. Professor Friedman is a prolific author on a wide variety of 
legal topics, and his numerous books have been translated into multiple languages. Professor Friedman has an 
appointment (by courtesy) with the Stanford University Department of History and the Department of Political 
Science. 
 
Rogelio Pérez-Perdomo is a leading Law & Society scholar across the Latin American region. A founder and 
former Dean of the Universidad Metropolitana Law School in Caracas, Venezuela, he has also taught, for over a 
decade, at Stanford Law School, and has been deeply involved in the direction of the Stanford Program in 
International Legal Studies (SPILS). An author of numerous books and articles, he has written widely on legal 
education, legal profession, and criminal justice reform in Latin America and the United States.  
 
Manuel A. Gómez is an Associate Professor of Law at Florida International University. He holds J.S.M and J.S.D. 
degrees from Stanford University and has years of law teaching experience, both in the U.S. and in Latin 
America, and professional practice in Latin America. He currently serves at the Florida International University 
(FIU) College of Law’s Coordinator of International Legal Projects and leads the Global Legal Studies Initiative. 
Before joining FIU, Professor Gómez was a Lecturer in Law and a Teaching Fellow at Stanford Law School, where 
he had academic responsibility for the Stanford Program in International Legal Studies. Professor Gómez also 
led a working group on Law and Policy in Latin America sponsored by the Center for Latin American Studies at 
Stanford University. Since 1995 he has also been a member of the Faculty at the Universidad Central de 
Venezuela Law School (Caracas, Venezuela).  

 

LIGHT DINNER SERVED! Please RSVP: http://bit.ly/rbqoAJ 
For more information contact: stanfordlawandsociety@gmail.com 
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